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Mr. P. K. Rastogi, Secretary to Govt. of India Ministry of Steel, talks at length to Mr. Santosh Mahanti,
Editor regarding SAIL’s Golden Jubilee Production & current condition of Indian steel

The macroecomomic
fundamentals of India
are strong enough to
come out of the current
crisis much faster

Santosh Mahanti : SAIL is celebrating the Golden Jubilee

year of production this year.  Could you share with us your

impression and thoughts about SAIL, as a mammoth steelmaker

in the Asian sub-continent and its contribution to Indian steel

industry and its growth?

P. K. Rastogi :  The Steel Authority of India Limited (SAIL)

is celebrating its 50th year of production which demonstrates

its strength and resilience as a successful business entity.

During its journey over decades, SAIL has been able to grow

from a mere million tonne of production to over 15 million

tonnes of hot metal production with one of the largest and

widest product portfolios, meeting both volume and diverse
specific requirements of customers. With its countrywide marketing network, skilled manpower, strong infrastructure and

R&D facilities, captive mines, the company occupies a strong position in the Indian steel industry. There have been constant
efforts to develop and produce newer items to meet the specific requirement of projects of national importance, including
defence, infrastructure, oil & gas sector, power plants, railways etc. The company’s marketing network is the biggest of its kind
in India and enables SAIL to supply steel to every corner of the country, including rural areas.

To meet the growing demand of domestic requirement of steel, SAIL has undertaken a massive modernization and expansion
plans to almost double its capacity during the next 3-4 years to a level of about 26 million tonnes of hot metal and has also
drawn a directional plan to expand its capacity to over 60 million tonnes by 2020. This is in line with the National Steel Policy
of the Government of India for steel consumption and production. Apart from capacity increase, the expansion plan of SAIL
envisages adoption of state-of-art technology for improvement in quality, reduction in energy consumption, pollution control
measures, etc. SAIL’s  product mix will get further enriched to meet the demand of newer and special grades of steel.

SM : As you are aware, two of the major units of SAIL, Rourkela and Bhilai, are celebrating 50 years of production?  Would
you also like to comment on the performance and contribution of these two steel plants in the success story of SAIL?

PKR :  Yes, in 1959, two blast furnaces were dedicated to the nation by the First President of India, Dr. Rajendra Prasad,
one at Rourkela Steel Plant (RSP) on 3rd February,1959 and another at Bhilai Steel Plant (BSP) on 4th Febuary,1959.

The Rourkela Steel Plant (RSP), initially a million tonne plant, has doubled its capacity over the years and currently produces
over 2 million tonnes of flat products, including HR coils, plates, CR coils & sheets, GP/GC sheets, Tin Plates, Spiral weld
pipes and Electrical Resistance Weld pipes.  Further expansion plan has also been undertaken to raise its capacity to 4.5 million
tonnes of hot metal.
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